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It is a scholarly work of meticulous research, and reads like a time-travelogue as we
see Ireland through 19th century eyes, and of course, it is a story of love and grief as
we see Charlotte falling for her husband only after they have wed, and her struggle
to cope without her siblings as well as her own faltering health.
A masterly work of skill and commitment, no stone or sod is left unturned in this
fantastic recreation of Charlotte Bronte’s honeymoon in Ireland.

- Liz Nugent

THE BOOK

It is the morning of June 29th, 1854, here is the groom coming up the cobbles in Haworth, for his
nuptial appointment with Charlotte Bronté. Only a handful of guests have been invited, and you,
dear Reader, are one of them ...

Charlotte Brontg, the celebrated author of Jane Eyre, has married her papa’s Curate, Irishman,
Arthur Bell Nicholls. At thirty-eight years of age, and the unlikelihood of there ever being further
proposals, Charlotte’s dread of the lonely life of the spinster has convinced her that this is a calcu-
lated risk she must take.

For the month of July, the couple’s itinerary brings them from the castles of Wales to the most pop-
ular tourist attractions in Victorian Ireland, spending some time along the way with Arthur’s family
in Banagher, on the banks of the River Shannon. Set against the backdrop of the recent famine,
their tour exposes the contrasting lives of the poor and the privileged of Irish society.

Charlotte and Arthur, invites the reader into the heart and mind of the revered author, and it allows
that reader to walk beside her as she realises that to have Arthur as her husband was in her own
words ‘...better than to earn either Wealth or Fame or Power.’

THE AUTHOR

Pauline Clooney, an award-winning writer, originally from Laois, has been living and working

in Kildare for over thirty years. A former teacher of English and History, she left that career in
2017 to concentrate on her writing. Her stories have been shortlisted and longlisted for numerous
competitions and in 2015 Pauline won the Penguin Ireland/ RTE Guide Short Story competition
with her entry entitled ‘Beautiful Things in his Head’.

Her stories are published in; an anthology of stories associated with historical houses of Great
Britain entitled Come into the House: Tales of Secrets, History, and Mystery, in the 2017 Ireland's
Own Anthology of Short Stories, and in The RTE Guide and HCE Review, Arts and Literary
Journal.

In 2020, Pauline was a runner up in the Irish Writer’s Centre Novel Fair, with her first novel, The
Eternal Rocks Beneath, which has yet to be published. Her second novel, Charlotte and Arthur,
reimagining Charlotte Bronté’s honeymoon in Ireland in 1854, will be published by Merdog Books
October 2021

Pauline is the 2021 recipient of the Dennis O’ Driscoll Literary Bursary awarded by Kildare County
Council.

She is currently working on her third novel which focuses on the relationship between the poet,
William Butler Yeats and his wife, George Hyde Lees.
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